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Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

In accordance with Rule 1.56 and MPEP Section 2001.06(a), the 
references listed on Form PTO-1449, were cited in the Invitation To Pay Additional 
Fees for the corresponding International Application and are hereby brought to the 



I hereby certify that this correspondence (along with any paper referred to as being attached or 
enclosed) is being deposited with the United States Postal Service as First Class Mail in an 
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attention of the Examiner as being possibly material to examination of the subject 
patent application. An English language version of the Invitation To Pay Additional 
Fees, Form PCT/ISA/206, and the Annex to Form PCT/ISA/206 are also enclosed. 



This Second Information Disclosure Statement is filed before the first 



Office Action and the undersigned states that each item of information contained in 
the information disclosure statement was first cited in any communication from a 
foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months 
prior to the filing of the information disclosure statement, as required by 37 C.F.R. § 



Form PTO-1449 (1 page) is enclosed with a copy of each and every 
reference cited on Form PTO-1449. 

Respectfully submitted, 



Pauley Petersen Kinne & Erickson 
2800 West Higgins Road; Suite 365 
Hoffman Estates, Illinois 60195 
TEL (847) 490-1400 
FAX (847) 490-1403 
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Applicant's or agent's file reference 

16044 



PCT 

INVITATION TO PAY ADDITIONAL FEES 
(PCT Article 17(3)(a) and Rule 40.1) 



A C d- ^ /y p - ^ Cf 



Date of mailing 
(day/month/year) 



09/04/2003 



PAYMENT DUE 



within 45 KttMtfcs/days 
from the above date of mailing 



International application No. 

PCT/ US 02/37797 



International filing date 
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26/11/2002 
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t . This International Searching Authority 

( ° by"he c^m^nSfcated Wwon^he extra sheet: °° ™ er *™* c,aimed in the international application covered 
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(ii) [x] has carried out a partial international search (see Annex) 

on those parts of the international application which relate to the inventionTrst mentioned in claims Nos 

1-72 



ATTORNEY 
SECRETARY ^^ 

I I w i" establish the international search report 



-dr 
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2. The applicant is hereby invited, within the time limit indicated above, to pay the amount indicated below: 
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Fee per addrt.onal ,nvent,on number of additional inventions total amount of additional fees 



3. Q Claim(s)Nos. 



Article 17(2)(b) because o, detects under Article l7(2KiT.Sd1gS^^ 



N ame and m ailing address of the International Searching Authority 
' European Patent Office, P.B. 581 8 Patentlaan 2 
M\ NL-2280 HV Rijswijk 
Siffl Tel. (+31-70) 340-2040, Tx. 31 651 epo nl 
Fax: (+31-70)340-3016 
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Form PCT/ISA/206 (July 1992) 



INVITATION TO PAY ADDITIONAL FEES ' 



International application No. 
PCT/US 02/37797 



This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups of) 
inventions in this international application, as follows: 

1. Claims: 1-40 

A containment tissue comprising at least one treated region 
comprising a hydrophobic agent applied in a predetermined 
pattern 

1.1. Claims: 41-72 

An absorbent article comprising a liquid permeable 
body-side liner, a containment tissue adjacent to 
body-side liner treated in at least one region with a 
hydrophobic agent, an absorbent core adjacent to the 
containment tissue, and a liquid impermeable outer 
cover adjacent to the absorbent core. 

2. Claims: 73-89 

An absorbent article comprising a liquid permeable body-side 
liner, a containment tissue adjacent to the body-side liner 
and wrapped around the absorbent core and a liquid 
impermeable outer cover adjacent to the wrapped absorbent 
core. The containment tissue including at least one treated 
region comprising a sizing agent. 

Please note that all inventions mentioned under item 1, although not 
necessarily linked by a common inventive concept, could be searched 
without effort justifying an additional fee. 

The single general concept covering all separate inventions is the 
notion that a tissue treated with a hydrophobic agent solves the 
technical problem of liquid management in absorbent articles. 

This concept is known in the state of the art (EP 0 748 
894 , page 3, lines 40-48, page 5, lines 5-11). 

As the single general concept is not novel it cannot be 
the single general inventive concept required to be present by Article 
3(4)(iii) and Rule 13.1 PCT. When considering the whole set of claims in 
the light of the description no further technical features could be 
identified which could serve as same or corresponding technical features 
in the sense of Rule 13.2 PCT to restore unity of invention. 

The inventions mentioned in the claims 1-72 (subjects 1 
and 1.1) have been submitted to a complete search. The subjects 1, 1.1 
and 2 are not mutually linked by a general inventive concept and 
searching subject 2 would require a major search effort. 



Form PCT/ISA/206 (extra sheet) (July 1992) 



International Application No. PCT/US 02 £7797 



FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCT/ISA/ 206 



Continuation of Box 3. 

Claims Nos.: 3-5, 7-11, 15-22, 44-46, 48-52, 57-64, 77-79, 81-85 



In view of the large number and also the wording of the claims presently 
on file, which render it difficult, if not impossible, to determine the 
matter for which protection is sought, the present application fails to 
comply with the clarity and conciseness requirements of Article 6 PCT 
(see also Rule 6.1(a) PCT) to such an extent that a meaningful search is 
impossible. 

Furthermore, present claims 3-5, 7-11, 15-22, 44-46, 48-52, 57-64, 77-79 
and 81-85 relate to a product defined by reference to the following 
parameters: 

PI: percent rewet at an applied pressure of 1.0 psi 

P2: dryness improvement percent at an applied pressure of 1.0 psi 

P3: hydrostatic head value 

P4: air permeability value 

P5: % wet/dry tensile strength 

The use of these parameters in the present context is considered to lead 
to a lack of clarity within the meaning of Article 6 PCT. It is 
impossible to compare the parameters the applicant has chosen to employ 
with what is set out in the prior art. The lack of clarity is such as to 
render a meaningful complete search impossible. Furthermore, in view of 
the large number of materials that can be used in the structure of the 
present invention, as detailed on page 13 of the present description, it 
is impossible to determine what features are essential for arriving at 
the desired parametric properties. 

Consequently, the search has been restricted to those parts of the claims 
which appear to be clear, supported and disclosed, namely relating to 
claims 1, 2, 6, 12-14, 23-43, 47, 53-56 and 65-72. Furthermore, special 
attention has been paid to products made of the materials listed on page 
13, lines 3 - 15. 

The applicant's attention is drawn to the fact that claims, or parts of 
claims, relating to inventions in respect of which no international 
search report has been established need not be the subject of an 
international preliminary examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant 
is advised that the EPO policy when acting as an International 
Preliminary Examining Authority is normally not to carry out a 
preliminary examination on matter which has not been searched. This is 
the case irrespective of whether or not the claims are amended following 
receipt of the search report or during any Chapter II procedure. 



Annex to Form PCT/ISA/206 
COMMUNICATION REE/SffftG TO THE RlgS£73> 
OF THE PARTIAL INTERNATIONAL SEARCH 



Intermftrm eMAgplicatlon Ng^ i_ 

PCT/US 02/37797 



1. The present communication is an Annex to the invitation to pay additional tees (Form PCT/ISA/206). It shows the 
results of the international search established on the parts of the international application which relate to the invention 
first mentioned in claims Nos.: 

1-72 

2. This communication is not the international search report which will be established according to Article 18 and Rule 43. 

3.lf the applicant does not pay any additional search fees, the information appearing in this communication will be 
considered as the result of the international search and will be included as such in the international search report. 

4. If the applicant pays additional fees, the international search report will contain both the information appearing in this 
communication and the results of the international search on other parts of the international application for which such 
fees will have been paid. 
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Further documents are listed in the continuation of box C. 
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' document defining the general state of t heart which is not 
considered to be of particular relevance 

1 earlier document but published on or after theintemational 
filing date 

document which may throw doubts on priority cbim(s) or 
which is cited to establish the publication date of another 
citation or other special reason (as specified) 

'O' document referring to an oral disclosure, use, exhibition or 
other means 

document published prior to the intemationaffBing date but 
later than the priority date claimed 



"T* later document published after theintemational filing date 
or priority date and not in conflict with the application but 
cited to understand the principle or theory underlying the 
invention 

■X' document of particular relevance: the claimed invention 
cannot be considered novel or cannot be considered to 
involve an inventive step when the document is taken alone 

■V document of particular relevance; the claimed invention 

cannot be considered to involve an inventive step when the 
document is combined with one or more othersuch docu- 
ments, such combination being obvious to a person skilled 
in the art. 
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